
Oklahoma Sunshine ’11: Putting Muscle Behind Oklahoma’s FOI Laws 
Kick off Sunshine Week with FOI Oklahoma’s 2011 Sunshine Conference  

 
8:30 AM     REGISTRATION FOR WALK‐INS 

 
9:00 AM  WELCOME 

OSU  journalism  professor  Joey  Senat  explains  FOI 
Oklahoma Inc.’s sunshine initiatives and what you can 
do to strengthen open government in the state. 
 

                                              MARCH 12        
              THE OKLAHOMAN TOWER      9000 N. BROADWAY, OKC 

* USE THE BRITTON ROAD ENTRANCE * 
_______________________________ 

A  silent  auction  during  the  day will  raise money  for  our 
Sunshine Fund to defend open government. 

_______________________________ 
2:15 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

PUTTING OKLAHOMA’S FOI LAWS TO WORK  
Experts  explain  how  to  make  use  of  the  state’s 
Open  Records  Act  and  to  spot  the  most‐likely 
violations of  the Open Meeting Act.  Scheduled  to 
participate  are  Bryan  Dean  and  Paul  Monies  of 
The  Oklahoman  and  Gay  Tudor  of  the  state 
Attorney General’s Office. 
 

3:30 PM 
 

ADJOURN 
 

9:05 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:20 AM 

OPEN GOVERNMENT LAWS: MAKING THEM WORK 
Feel helpless when officials deny you access to a public 
record  or  violate  the  Open  Meeting  Act?  Robert  J. 
Freeman,  executive  director  of  the  New  York  State 
Committee  on  Open  Government,  offers  advice  on 
creating  a  state  agency,  or  some  other  entity  or 
option,  that  Oklahomans  can  go  to  for  help  when 
officials wrongly withhold records or restrict access to 
open meetings. 
 
BREAK 
 

3:45 PM  BIDS CLOSE ON SILENT AUCTION 

10:30 AM 
 

FOI AT THE CAPITOL 
Mark  Thomas,  executive  vice  president  of  the 
Oklahoma  Press  Association,  analyzes  proposed 
legislation to limit or expand the public’s right to know 
in Oklahoma. 
 

11:15 AM  SPREADING SOME SUNSHINE IN THE STATE LEGISLATURE 
Rep.  Jason  Murphey,  R‐Guthrie,  explains  his  bill 
requiring  the  Legislature  to  comply  with  the  Open 
Records  and Open Meeting  laws  and  discusses  other 
efforts to make the Legislature more transparent. 
 

   Noon 
 

LUNCH  
FOI Oklahoma pays  tribute  to  the  late  Justice Marian 
Opala.  Recipients  of  the  2011  Marian  Opala  First 
Amendment Award and three freedom‐of‐information 
awards will  be  recognized,  as will  the winners  of  our 
first FOI essay contest for college students. 
 

1:15 PM 
 

LOCAL HEROES  
These non‐journalists explain the lawsuits they filed in 
the  past  year  to  enforce  our  open  government  laws. 
Scheduled  to  participate  are  Sharon  Hurst  and  Joel 
Rabin of Bartlesville and Hank Moore of Stillwater. 

 
2:00 PM             BREAK 

______________________________ 

Marian Opala First Amendment Award 

Joann Bell  
Former Executive Director 

ACLU – Oklahoma 
 

______________________________ 

FOI Award Winners 
(To Be Announced Saturday) 

BLACKSTOCK AWARD –  

SUNSHINE AWARD –  

BLACKHOLE AWARD –  
 

______________________________ 

FOI Essay Contest Winners 
 
FIRST PLACE  –  Nicole Hill 
                        University of Oklahoma 

SECOND PLACE  –  Liz Watkins 
                            Oklahoma State University 

THIRD PLACE  –  Elizabeth Goodfellow 
                         Oklahoma State University 

This  conference  is  sponsored  by  FOI  Oklahoma  Inc.,  the  Oklahoma  Library  Association  and  the  OSU  School  of  Media  &  Strategic 
Communications.  A special thank you to The Oklahoman for the use of its facilities and its longtime support of FOI Oklahoma Inc. and 
open government. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Oklahoma Sunshine ʼ11   Registration Form 
Advance Registration Deadline: March 9, 2011             Please Register Early! Seating is Limited! 

  

 Number of registrations 
 

Early Registration:  (received by March 9)  _____     x $30 
Includes lunch and one‐year membership in FOI Oklahoma Inc. 
 
Special Rate for College/High School Students ____ x $15 
Includes lunch and one‐year membership in FOI Oklahoma Inc. 
 
Special Rate for FOI Oklahoma Inc. Members ____   x $10 
                      
Additional $5 for registrations received after March 9 
 
                                                                         Total $___________ 

 

 

  Make check or money order payable to FOI Oklahoma 

        Mail this form and payment to: 

                          Oklahoma Sunshine ’11 
                          Oklahoma Library Association 
                          300 Hardy Drive, Edmond, OK 73013 
                          405–525–5100 • Fax: 405–525–5103 
                          kboies@sbcglobal.net 
 
              Purchase Orders, and Visa and MasterCard  
               payments can also be accepted.  
                Please contact the Oklahoma Library Association. 

Name & Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ________________________ 

 
  Phone Number: _______________________ E-mail: _______________________________________________ 
  List Additional Names and Contact Information as needed for FOI Oklahoma Inc. One-Year Membership 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


